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?Frequently 
Asked Questions
Q   What is HPV (HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS? 

The human papillomavirus is very common and 
it is caught through intimate sexual contact with 
another person who already has it. Because it is a 
very common infection, most people will get it during 
their lifetime. There are many different types of HPV. 
Most HPV infections do not cause any symptoms 
and get better on their own. However, some do not 
clear up and can lead to cancer whilst others cause 
genital warts.

Q   Which cancers are caused by HPV? 

The human papillomavirus increases the risk of 
developing some cancers in later life including 
cervical cancer (cancer of the entrance to the womb), 
some mouth and throat cancers and some cancers 
of the anus and genital area. HPV causes more than 
99% of all cervical cancer, the most common cancer 
among women under the age of 35. Most vaginal, 
vulval, penile and anal cancers are also caused by 
HPV.

Q   What is the HPV vaccine and why 	
        does my child need it now? 

The HPV vaccine protects against two high risk HPV 
types that cause cancer, including most cases of 
cervical cancer. Having this vaccine will also protect 
your child against the types of HPV that cause the 
majority of cases of genital warts. The vaccine works 
best when given at age 12-13, when the immune 
system is strong and before your son or daughter 
becomes sexually active. Both boys and girls need 
to get this vaccine because HPV infection is so 
common and easily transmitted. 

Q  How  effective is it?  

Over 80 million people have received the vaccine 
worldwide. In time it is expected that the vaccine  
will save hundreds of lives every year in the UK.  
A Scottish study has already shown a 71% reduction 
in pre-cancerous cervical disease in young women.  
In the years since the start of the vaccination 
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